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ROTARY FOUNDATION – A NEW YEAR 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Every July 1
st
 Rotary begins a new year and District 5150 provides training for that year’s club volunteers so they can be 

of greater service to their club and club members.  One of these training sessions was on the programs of our Rotary 
Foundation.  Almost every club in our district participated with several clubs having multiple members attending.  The 
session provided information on how the money in our Rotary Foundation is used and why it is important to our clubs and 
our members that we fund the Foundation.  Rotarians learned that funds donated by our members return to us in the form 
of matching grants if given to the Annual Fund.  The Annual Fund serves as our bank account.  Other monies donated to 
the Foundation go towards Polio Plus, Ambassadorial Scholars, and Group Study Exchange – all programs that our 
members support and enjoy.   

Attendees got to meet the Rotarians who have volunteered to assist clubs this year as they meet their Rotary Foundation 
Goals.  These folks are:  Holly Axtell (Marin Evening) – District Foundation Chair, Lee Page (Terra Linda) – Assistant 
District Foundation Chair and Permanent Fund, Russ Ketron (Novato) – Annual Giving and Polio Chair, Phyllis Nusz (SF 
#2) – Annual Giving Ticket Chair, Linda Grant (Foster City) Rotary Foundation Event Chair, Mark Flegel (Menlo Park) – 
White Hat Society, Tom Sutton  (San Rafael Harbor) – Paul Harris Society.  Area Foundation Coordinators: Carrie Chinn 
(Millbrae), Cecile Chiquette (SF #2), Susan Go (SF Chinatown), Ginger Minoletti (Half Moon Bay), Pete Nannarone (San 
Carlos), Barbara Schmidt (Woodside-Portola Valley), and LeighAnn Weiland (Foster City).  All of these volunteers are 
available to assist clubs with their Rotary Foundation questions. 

The Rotary Foundation Event will be a spectacular evening of “Puttin’ on the Ritz” at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Foster City 
on Sunday, November 7, 2010 from 5:30 to 9:00 pm.  Registration is available at www.rotary5150.org.  In addition to a 
great evening, door prize tickets will be pulled for excellent prizes.  Each Rotary Club Foundation Chair has received 
tickets that will be given to those who donate to our Rotary Foundation between July 1, 2010 and November 7, 2010.   

Next meeting on the Rotary Foundation for Club Rotary Chairs and interested Rotarians will be held the morning of 
Saturday, October 16, at Golden Gate Recycling, 7

th
 and Berry in San Francisco. 

For more information contact Holly Axtell at axtellhol@aol.com. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Four-Way Test 
    

Of the things we think, say or do 

 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned? 

 
The simple and straightforward Four 

Way Test was written by Chicago 

Rotarian Herbert J. Taylor in 1932. 



 

D5150 Joint WCS/Grants Training a HUGE SUCCESS! 

 
On August 21, 2010, D5150 held our first ever joint World Community Service / Grants training 

seminar at the Presidio Golf Course. This was a fast paced, chock full of information, 3 hour 

marathon of all things WCS and Grants! Sixty-one D5150 Rotarians attended this training 

session which included speakers and presenters from the District WCS and Grants committees, 

along with District Leadership. They included, District Governor Bill Koefoed, District Chairman 

of the WCS committee Dave Bertini, District Chairman of the Grants committee Dave Hellman, 

District Chairperson of the Foundation Committee (and PDG) Holly Axtell, Water and Sanitation 

sub-committee chairman Rick Chinn, District Microcredit sub-committee chairman Keith Axtell 

and microcredit committee member Patrick Hall.   

 

The concept behind the combined training seminar was to reach an audience of Rotarians who 

must be familiar with both World Community Service and Grants, since the two subjects are so 

integral to each other. The District also desires to make sure we value all of the volunteer time 

Rotarians put into their clubs every year. By combining the training, we were able to accomplish 

just that! The evaluations of the training were 100% positive and it seems that club members 

very much appreciated this new format for this type of training.  

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to introduce you to the D5150 World Community 

Service committee. Each of these members will be assigned clubs and will be a resource for 

those club’s WCS Chairs and Club Presidents for any questions related to World Community 

Service projects. The committee members include: Steve Wilson RC of Half Moon Bay, Pauline 

Stuber RC of Ignacio, Nine LaDow RC of SF #2, Steve Wright RC of Pacifica, Rosemary Azem 

RC of San Mateo, and Patrick Hall RC of Pacifica. The contact information for these 

chairpersons and assigned clubs will soon be available on the D5150 website. Please free to make 

use of these great resources or contact me for any assistance you may need regarding World 

Community Service. 

 

Dave Bertini 

Chairman D5150 World Community Service Committee 

Rotary Club of Pacifica 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

You are invited…… 

ROTARY CLUB OF FOSTER CITY'S OLLIEQUE RIBFEST & SILENT AUCTION  

  
  
On Saturday, October 9th, delicious ribs and chicken (with other good food) will be served to the first 240 
ticket purchasers.  Drinks may be purchased.  And a SILENT AUCTION will be held in a separate room!!!  
There will also be some surprise entertainment and lots of door prizes.   
  
Drinks are available from 5:30, dinner is served at 6:30, the evening's festivities end at 9:00.  Tickets in 
advance are $40.00, at the door (if available) $45.00.   
Ticket contact: Patricia Player-Maxwell 650-218-5234/playmaxbb@comcast.net 



 Ouida Chichester 
World Peace Fellow 

Univerdisad del Salvador, Buenos Aires 
Personal address in Buenos Aires: 

Uriarte 2194 8 ª A 
C1425FND Cuidad Autónomo de Buenos Aires 

ARGENTINA 
Ph: (54-11) 4775-9745 

Cell: (54-9-11) 5740-9789 
ouidala@gmail.com 

 

First Rotary World Peace Fellow Report 
 
I arrived in Buenos Aires in February to participate in the intensive language course offered by the Universidad 
del Salvador (USAL). My goal was to improve my Spanish, while getting re-accustomed to living and studying in 
Buenos Aires. The goals for the intensive Spanish course were met, but the language class could have been more 
geared towards the academic requirements of the masters degree. The course re-acquainted me with many of 
the particularities of Argentine Spanish and was a great cultural integration tool, but I it would be have been 
nice to have a course specifically tailored to the specific requirements of the International Relations program. For 
future classes I think it would be worth investigating what it would take to create a specific intensive language 
program for the Rotary Fellows, since we were all in the same highest level intensive Spanish language class.  
 
I had lived in Buenos Aires for a year as an undergraduate student as part of my junior year abroad in 2000-
2001. The economic crisis that hit Argentina in 2001 was brewing during my time here and I experienced much 
of the economic and social unraveling associated with their economic crisis before my departure, a few months 
before “the crisis.”  Returning to Buenos Aires nearly 10 years later has been an interesting experience – the 
changes the country, and especially the city, have experienced are visible in the deterioration of Buenos Aires, 
the increased levels of poverty, particularly visible in the quantity of people living in the streets (something 
nearly non-existent when I arrived in 2000) and the rising rate of crime.  
 
The rising level of insecurity has been particularly hard to get used to, since Buenos Aires was incredibly safe ten 
years ago. Unfortunately the crime has even affected me personally as I was a victim of petty crime about a 
month ago. I had my purse stealthily stolen while preparing for an in-class presentation with a fellow Rotary 
colleague in a café near the university. Because of the level of crime it was important to me to live in a 
neighborhood where I feel safe. I chose to live in Palermo, rather than some of the less expensive, but less safe 
areas where other fellows have chosen to live.  
 
It has been hard to see Buenos Aires, a city I cherish deeply, so obviously impacted by the economic and social 
changes of the last decade, but despite these changes it continues to be a fabulous city and an amazing location 
to be a Rotary World Peace Fellow. I often stop and look around me and feel very grateful for the opportunity 
to be studying once again in Buenos Aires.  
 
In my first trimester in the International Relations program at USAL I have had the pleasure of taking classes with 
some talented professors and have deepened my knowledge of International Relations. I have taken the four 
following courses: International Relations Theory, Theories of Conflict and Development in the Political Sciences, 
Structures and Processes in International Cooperation, and Transnational Corporations in World Politics. All four 
courses have broadened my perspectives, but each in unique ways. I have particularly enjoyed the ways each of 
the courses have complimented the others. There are recurring themes that flow from one course to another, with 
each class highlighting new aspects of the same issue.  
 
I was fully aware of the theoretical and methodological focus of the program at USAL when apply and 
accepting the fellowship and was prepared for that focus. However, I do believe that the program could be 
strengthened by offering some courses with a more practical focus, more relevant to the work the Rotary World 
Peace Fellows will be engaged in after receiving our degrees. This would be a compliment to and would 



strengthen the strong theoretical base that already exists in the academic program. This could be done in a 
variety of ways, through direct courses in the university or through optional activities and short seminars focusing 
on some of the skills and competencies needed in the area of management and evaluation.  
 
I recently attended an event that was recommended by the professors of my Structures and Processes in 
International Cooperation class. The event was organized by a local nonprofit organization that is launching a 
project to share information about the international aid organizations in Argentine receive. The panel of 
speakers highlighted many issues of interest. What was of most value to me was the opportunity to see some of 
the themes presented in my classes in play in “real life.” Events like these are a great compliment to the masters 
degree program and should continue to be offered to the Rotary Fellows. In addition to similar events practical 
conferences would also be a great addition to the coursework currently offered.  
 
I think it could also be helpful to develop an internship program as part of the university experience and not just 
at the end of the Fellowship. The internship program could be a great compliment to the coursework and 
potentially could be integrated into the class work. In any case, I am interested in pursuing internship 
opportunities in the upcoming trimester, as I highly value being able to implement the academic learning 
acquired in the classroom to practical situations.  
  
The coursework has been instrumental in helping me to begin the thesis process. The different readings presented 
in each of my classes have helped me to further clarify my interest area and to see how this topic relates to a 
wider International Relations agenda. As this is a long process I am still very much at the beginning, but know that 
my previous work with grassroots community based organizations and their role in international development will 
be a fundamental part of my continued academic research.  
 
Horacio Purriños, my host country counselor, and his family were very welcoming and attentive upon my arrival in 
Buenos Aires. I had the opportunity to have wonderful dinner with Horacio and his family, which I enjoyed 
greatly. They have offered their support and guidance should I need it.  Unfortunately I have been unable to 
visit Horacio’s Rotary Club meeting, as the timing conflicts with my classes, all are in the evenings. I hope that in 
the upcoming semester we will be able to find a time when I am free to be able to go and meet his club 
members and present to them, as I greatly look forward to sharing my experiences with him and his club. I also 
look forward to having more opportunities to interact with my host country counselor, as I have just met him once 
so far.  
 
I was able to attend and participate in the 83rd Conference of Rotary International District 4890 hosted by the 
Belgrano Rotary Club in April. This conference gave me the opportunity to learn more about the activities of the 
local Rotary Clubs and I now have a deeper appreciation and understanding of the local activities and impact 
that Rotary in Argentina has nationally and globally. I was particularly struck by the work that the clubs are 
doing in Haiti and Chile and their generous responses to the earthquakes in those regions.  
 
I am greatly looking forward to the next year here in Buenos Aires on both a personal and academic level and 
continue to be very grateful for the opportunity to be here studying as a Rotary World Peace Fellow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


