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“The Pacific Current” 
�

����������	����
����	
	
What a GREAT JOB! 
 
It is hard to believe that the first month of our year is already over!  I have had a chance to get around to several clubs, and I 
thank you for your wonderful kindness and warmth that you have extended to Betsy and me.  The courtesies you have 
shown to the Assistant Governors is also really appreciated.  Sometimes it is easy, with all the things going on, to look past 
the job these fine people are doing.  We are very fortunate to have Chris Gallagher, Helen Abe and Nancie Bottmeyer in 
Marin, Ron Gin in San Francisco and Bill Chow, Becky Nazareno and Juli Balestrieri  in San Mateo County.  Each of 
them brings their own talents and skills, but the one thing that really binds them is their desire to help each of their assigned 
clubs to achieve their goals.  Hats off to our Assistant Governors!  Our Chief of Staff, Deirdri  Gladwin is doing a terrific 
job working with the Assistant Governors and helping them to achieve their goals.  All of these people are helping in 
Building Communities Bridging Continents. 
 
Those of you who have heard my comments in the “Official Visits,” know that I have a terrific job – I get to go around and 
listen to the fabulous things you are all doing, and spread good news.  Pretty terrific! 
 
One program that is really rolling along is PRLS.  The second class of Basic PRLS (for those of you who don’t know, that 
stands for Potential Rotary Leader Seminars) was conducted in San Francisco.  We now have 63 graduates of Basic PRLS in 
our district.  The next one is scheduled for October 23, to be held at the Bay Model in Sausalito (where last year’s 
Foundation Event was held).  You can sign up on the district website, www.rotary5150.org.  The instructors in this fine 
program are:  Mike Neuendorff, Mike Ford, Dave Bertini , Linda Grant , Pete Nannarone, Eric Shapira, and Bill  and 
Betsy Koefoed.  Betsy Koefoed is the PRLS Director, and she is doing a terrific job.  (That’s not just my opinion, but it is a 
good thing for me to say!) 
 
One of the exciting things that I have been seeing, is the number of clubs that either already are 100% Paul Harris Fellows, 
or working at accomplishing that goal.  As a result, I now have a dream of our district accomplishing something that I have 
never heard of before:  a 100% Paul Harris Fellow District!  That would be truly amazing.  And do you know what?  It can 
be done.  If you and your club are looking to achieve the 100% PHF goal, and want some help, I recommend that you talk to 
Lee Page or Russ Ketron.  I am certain that either of these fine Rotarians would be happy to help you get there. 
 
Just in case some of you don’t know, there have been a few changes in The Rotary Foundation efforts in our district, so let 
me point them out.  The District Rotary Foundation Chair is Holly  Axtell .  The District Rotary Foundation Annual Funds 
and District Polio Plus Chair is Russ Ketron. The District Rotary Foundation Grants Committee Chair is Dave Hellman, 
and the World Community Service Chair is Dave Bertini .  This is indeed an elite group of high achievers.  Thanks for 
taking on the responsibilities, my friends.  In addition, Holly has set up a team of Area Foundation Coordinators under her 
guidance.  These people are there to assist Foundation Chairs in the clubs.  I will go into more detail next month about who 
they are – and they are a talented group of people! 
 
On the membership side, we have Riki  Intner  as our District Membership Chair.  We all know what a dedicated Rotarian 
she is!  I would not be surprised to see us back over 2,000 Rotarians in 5150 by the end of this fiscal year.  She has set up a 
superb team of Area Membership Coordinators, designated to work with Membership Chairs in the clubs.  August is 
Membership month, so why not bring a friend to Rotary this week? 
 
Please feel free to contact Holly or Riki for any help you might want with TRF or Membership.  We are fortunate to have 
them – let’s use them to the max! 
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DG’s  letter….cont. 
 
I’m continuing my Official Visits to each of your clubs and I’m looking forward to seeing you and learning more about the 
amazing things you do. I have posted my Official Visit schedule on the District Website, www.rotary5150.org.  If I have not 
been to your club yet, you can see when I will be coming to your club in August or September.  I look forward to meeting with 
you and hearing about your successes. 
 
The District Calendar is posted on www.rotary5150.org.  Please check it regularly as all District Events and activities are 
listed and will be updated so you can mark your calendars in advance and know what to expect. 
 
I will restate my commitment to do whatever I can to assist the Presidents and the clubs reach your goals in any way we can.  
Our Assistant Governors, Chief of Staff (Deirdri  Gladwin), and the entire Leadership Team are here to help. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns don’t hesitate to contact me – the District is here to support YOU and YOUR CLUB! 
 
Here are some important dates for August: 
 
August 7 – Foundation Training – For club Presidents, Foundation Chairs, and others who want to know more about TRF 
and fund raising.  GGD, 9:00 am – 11:30 am. 
 
August 14 – Community Service Training – For club Presidents, Community Service Chairs – Learn more about service 
projects and how to start them.  GGD, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm. 
 
August 21 – WCS/Matching Grant Training – How to select projects and do matching grants. Presidio Golf Clubhouse, 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm. 
 
Best Regards, 

 
Bill Koefoed, District 5150 Governor 2010-11 
 



 
 Walking Stick Raises $8,100 for Polio  
This is the story of how a single 4-foot, hand-carved, hand-painted walking stick is 
creating fundraising magic in Rotary’s fight against polio.  
The Rotary Foundation (TRF) acquired 19 walking sticks. Each one is uniquely painted 
with the underside engraved with: "No Crutches No Canes A World Without Polio. 
Thanks, Rotary International.”  
TRF intended to present the sticks as mementoes to members of Congress who had 
been recognized as Polio Champions, in thanks for their support of Rotary International 
and the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. With the relatively new lobbying reforms 
enacted by Congress, however, Rotary can no longer present such mementos because 
they can be misperceived, even when the dollar value is minimal.  
TRF then offered the sticks to be used in fundraising efforts, and that’s how one of the 
Rotary walking sticks began its amazing odyssey.  
Harriett Schloer, PolioPlus Chair for Rotary District 5110, was able to obtain six of the 
sticks. She offered one to the Rotary Club of Jefferson County (Madras, OR) for its 
annual Cherry Tree auction on February 20, 2010. District Governor John Cox (D5110) 
won the stick with a bid of $700 and took it to his home in Eugene, OR.  
In March 2010, DG Cox was invited by his sister-in-law, Tresa Eyres (RC of Fisherman’s 
Wharf, San Francisco D5150) to attend her club’s crab feed fundraiser. DG John offered 
the Rotary walking stick as an auction item, with the stipulation that it would go for not a 
penny less than $500. Cox made the pitch, served as auctioneer, and within a few 
minutes sold the stick to Lee Page (D5150 Rotary Assistant Foundation Chair from RC 
Novato, CA) for $1,200.  
Remarkable as that was, the story doesn’t end there. As Page collected the stick, he 
promised to offer it as an auction item at the District 5150 Conference in April.  
At the D5150 Conference auction, the winning bid was $3,200 from a consortium of the 
RC of Belmont, RC of Novato, and the Novato Rotaract Club. In addition, three of the 
early bidders who had dropped out of the auction each donated $1,000, making a grand 
total of $6,200 raised at the D5150 Conference auction for PolioPlus.  
The walking stick is currently in the hands of the Novato Rotaract Club and is displayed 
in the trophy case at Nova-Ro III, RC Novato’s senior housing project. It will remain there 
until at least next year when it may be offered again for auction at D5150’s 2011 
conference.  
The upshot: In two short months, this one walking stick has raised $8,100 toward Polio 
eradication and has the potential to raise even more – quite a journey for what began as 
a decorative stick of wood to help one person walk. It now promises to help hundreds.  
To continue the Polio fundraising, Scholer and Carol Pandak, Manager, Division of PolioPlus, of 
The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International auctioned off a second walking stick at the oral 
auction at the D5110 District Conference in May. PDG Hal Kibby won this stick with a bid of 
$1,300. With successful fundraising efforts such as these, one has to ask, “How far will the 
remaining D5110 sticks travel, and how many lives will they change for the better? 
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Glenn Molyneaux  is the District Club Program Chairman 
and it is his job to distribute the names and contact 
information on good speakers to all clubs.  Good 
speakers are one of the best ways to attract new 
members.  
Have you ever attended a meeting where there was a 
terrific speaker and you wished you had brought 
someone that might have really enjoyed it?  If you are the 
Program Director of your club, would you please contact 
Glenn so you  can share contacts with him?   Thanks! 
707/538-7657       gmolyneaux@sbcglobal.net ����
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IN & AROUND District 5150  

Charlie Bronitsky, President of the Rotary 
Club of Foster City, presents DG Bill Koefoed 
& Betsy with a framed acknowledgment of 
their TRF Major Donor status. 

The RC of Novato inducts its new President, Lisa Fish (next to 
DG Bill) and their new Board of Directors.  

President of the Rotary Club of SF 
Chinatown, Jim Allen, starts the year off 
right by inducting two new members. 

Meanwhile, at the International Convention in Montreal  
 RI President Ray Klinginsmith, DG Bill Koefoed and some 
District 5150 Rotaractors pose for a picture for the folks back 
home. 

The Rotary Club of San Mateo Rotarian Bill Kenny 
presents the 2010 Norton Award to Emily Tuipulotu.  The 
plaque is a reminder to "Never, Never, Never give up. 

DG Bill Koefoed & SF #2 President Tim Hornbecker 
welcome a Rotaractor from Germany 
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Nigeria Advances the Fight Against Polio  

With continued hard work and investment the world is on a path toward something pretty incredible, the eradication of 
polio. 

In the past two decades, polio cases around the world have been reduced by 99 percent. If we can get rid of the last 1 
percent, polio will become the second major infectious disease, after smallpox, that has ever been completely 
eliminated. There are still gaps in funding for polio eradication, and new outbreaks could reverse some of the progress 
made so far. But if polio is eliminated, never again will a child be crippled by this terrible virus. 

We have a chance to get there because of some great efforts, particularly by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, 
which involves the World Health Organization, Rotary International , the US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). Our foundation is very involved in supporting 
polio immunization campaigns and other efforts to educate parents and communities about the importance of 
immunization. We're also supporting work to improve polio surveillance and to develop better vaccines and anti-
poliovirus drugs.  

Northern India and northern Nigeria are two areas where polio continues to be a problem. I visited northern India in 
May this year to see the progress there. I was very excited to visit northern Nigeria in June, because the progress 
there since my last visit in February 2009 has been especially impressive. As of July 14th, only five cases due to wild 
polio viruses were reported in Nigeria this year, versus hundreds last year. 

I spent most of my first day in Kano, one of the northern states most vulnerable to polio. I met with community leaders, 
visited a local health center and stopped in at an informal school where students study the Koran in Arabic. On the 
streets and most everywhere else we went, I noticed so many young children around. Nigeria has more people by far 
than any other African country, and more than 40 percent of them are under the age of 15. That makes polio 
immunization a big challenge. Kano had just begun a campaign to immunize more than 6 million children under the 
age of five. 

Part of the challenge is overcoming fear and suspicion. In Kano in the past, false rumors linked immunization to 
sterility and HIV. Community leaders told me that because polio vaccine is free and brought to people in their homes, 
some people think there must be something wrong with it. Community leaders play a critically important role in helping 
to overcome mistrust, and a big focus of anti-polio efforts is on informing these leaders and enlisting their support. 

Another ironic thing I noticed was that because polio cases have been dramatically reduced, it's more difficult to know 
whether local immunization campaigns are reaching everyone they need to reach, particularly sub-populations that 
may be more at risk. Also of concern is the risk that progress against polio in Kano might be undermined by the virus 
filtering back in from neighboring countries and other parts of northern Nigeria. Increasingly, the problem needs to be 
approached on a regional basis. 

The school we visited was very interesting. It didn't really look like a school. There were no classrooms, just children 
sitting on the street, against a wall or under a tree, holding slates with Arabic script written on them. I asked one of the 
boys to recite the lesson from his slate, and he did. 

That night in Abuja, the Nigerian capital, I had dinner with government officials including the Minister of Health, 
Onyebuchi Chukwu. It was interesting to learn about some of the creative approaches being used to inform Nigerians 
about the importance of immunization. Pro-immunization messages are being embedded in the plotlines of popular TV 
entertainment programs, for example. One of Nigeria's largest mobile phone service providers has agreed to send out 
about 25 million free text messages on polio and health. 

The next day I had a number of meetings including a session with several state governors and one with Nigeria's new 
President, Goodluck Jonathan. Commitment from Nigeria's leaders has been crucial in advancing the nation's fight 
against polio.    A recurring theme I picked up from the people I talked to was the importance of using what we've 
learned and accomplished in the drive against polio to fight other illnesses such as infant diarrhea, respiratory 
ailments and malaria. Wherever I go, I always find that saving children's lives is a universal concern. I was very 
impressed with Nigeria's progress against polio. I tried to encourage everyone to not let up. 

This blog post originally appeared on the Gates Notes. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��������	
���
���������	
���
���������	
���
���������	
���
�� ���
����
������"�$��� �
����
����'������� �
����
����������� �

����
�����3����$� �
����
�����!�"�� �

�
�����$���������

Register for 2010 Rotary-UN Day 
   
�������6�����������
�+����77�	!���
��3
	
���
�
����������
�������78+�������

�#����
�������������"�9 �+����#��"����
8������+�����������:�����������+���;��-�)���&��

8���������������<���������������8+=�%��
���$�)������� ���"�%���$��$�
)���������"<��������
��$�������$���

�#���$���$����� �-���
����������������
8������+������"��������6�����������
"�������������$� ��>������������������
�������������������������11�����������������

�#���� ���&��

5�$���>���#�������6���1��������������������8+"������ ����?����������

���������
1�������������������������8+������������������
������ ������

����1���
�
������������������
��"������"�
�������"����������&��

/�$�������
7�$����������"����
����$�6���������������� ������;�����
04����$��1������1����"���������������1����
�������1 ��$�����������������$�
����@�����������
��1��$��������������������&��

������78+�����3

A���������������������	"9

��������� �������B9�
���������&�%������������������������$��1������������ �"����
����$�������������
�������$��&�

C����������&������&��$'��'���#���'������ �

FRIDAY EVENING CONCERTS IN THE PARK  
Foster City Rotary is cooking again this year at the free summer concerts put on by the Park and Rec 
Department every Friday night.  Many members volunteer to serve hot dogs, sausages, skewered chicken, 
salmon patties and hamburgers along with chips, sodas, beer and wine, popcorn, sno-cones.  Thousands of 
people enjoy sitting in the amphitheatre or on the grass, or arrive by boat to party dockside starting at 6pm, 
to listen to the marvelous music.  All the money made from food sales is given back to the community.  
 It’s a great event, standing and dancing room only.  Hopefully someone will submit a photo soon.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
GOAL 
$250,000 
 

TO DATE 
$225,000 
 

DISTRICT 5150 
END POLIO NOW 

CAMPAIGN  
 

Campaign 
covers a period 
starting 
December 2007 
and ending in 
June 2012 
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Rotarians Jon Grant and Greg Kuhl were awarded a 
pin for 35 years of perfect attendance by Past President 
Linda Grant. 
 Photo from left:  PDG Jon Grant, Past President Linda 
Grant, Past President Greg Kuhl, President Charlie 
Bronitsky 
 

DG Bill Koefoed inducts Diane Henderson as 
President of the Rotary Club of San Rafael 

IN & AROUND District 5150……part two 

��������	
�����
�	����	�����	�	�����	����     (L-R) 

EJ Dieterle, Past President (2009-10) – Half Moon Bay, 
Carlotta Casotto   and Diego Vianello- GSE-team from Italy, 
PDG and Half Moon Bay Club Member Eric Shapira, Filippo 
Zanella   GSE-team from Italy – Team member, Monica Poli    
GSE-team from Italy – Team member 
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�������� !	" �#���$					 Rose Serdy   
President Elect (2011-12) , Kevin  O’Brien. Past 
President (2008-09 . Hilde Dieterle  ( Mom of  EJ,  
while visiting from Germany they put her to work!) 
and EJ Dieterle, Immediate Past President.. 
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OUR ROTARY FOUNDATION 
 
Each year we, as Rotarians, are asked to support ou r Rotary Foundation so that there are 
funds to do the work of Rotary.  This is our person al Foundation as Rotarians and it supports 
the work of our Rotary clubs. 
At the Rotary International Convention in Montreal,  the following information was provided to 
us.  Thanks to our giving to the Rotary Foundation – over the life of our Foundation: 
 

·  We have been able to fund 40,000 Ambassadorial Scholars who have been sent to study  
in other countries and to be ambassadors of Rotary.  

·  Group Study Exchange is a program that sends young professionals and a Rotary Team 
Leader to another country to encourage understandin g between people.  Our donations 
to our Rotary Foundation have allowed 67,000 people to participate in this exchange 
program. 

·  In service to humanity, 30,000 matching grants have been funded. 
·  To work for peace and conflict management, 450 mid-career and truly exceptional 

people have been trained by the Rotary Peace and Co nflict Management Centers. 
·  To assist Rotary clubs with their work in their loc al community, 2,300 District Simplified 

Grants have been given to districts.  This money in  turn has been passed on to the 
clubs to support the projects selected by their clu b members. 

·  In our ongoing and successful efforts to eradicate polio from the earth, Rotarians have 
assisted in providing and giving polio drops to 2 billion  children in 210 countries and 
territories saving hundreds of thousands of childre n from paralysis.  Rotarians have 
reduced the number of polio cases in the world from  350,000 per year to a few hundred 
per year with hope on the horizon to soon eliminate this disease. 

We should all take pride in the work that we and ou r Rotary Foundation have done.  And keep 
our Foundation strong so we can continue this great  work in the future. 
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